
Chi Sharpe 
1-212-802-7358  
email:  chi@chisharpe.com 
http://chisharpe.com  
 
PO Box 2622 
Times Square Station 
New York, NY  10108-2622 

 

Instruments played:  Congas, Timbales, Drum Set, Djembe, 
Balaphone and others. 

Styles of Music :  Blues, Jazz, Funk, Caribbean, African and 
more. 

Hiring Scenarios:  Available for Performance, Accompaniment, Instruction, Lecture/Demos, 
Special Occasions, Wedding Receptions, Bat Mitzvahs, Art Galleries (openings/viewings), 
Corporate Engagements, etc…” 
_______________________________________ 

Chi Sharpe is a percussionist extraordinaire. He is a native of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
where he began his music career with his family band “Hell ‘n’ Highwater.” The band, together 
14 years, provided him with most of his early musical experience. His first formal lessons of 
Afro-Cuban music were in Portland, Oregon during 1976. In 1979, he began to study West 
African music in Brooklyn, New York. Then on to Toronto, Canada, in 1979, Mr. Sharpe 
accompanied exercise and dance classes revolving around African drumming, as well as 
provided music for African dance troupes. The first 
dance company he performed with was composed of 
musicians from South Africa. In 1985, he continued his 
continental drum study journey in several countries in 
West Africa and has since returned several times to 
further develop his craft. 

As a freelance musician, he has worked with various 
artists playing many styles of music in diverse venues 
ranging from small clubs, theaters and concert halls, to 
television, film and audio recordings. In the late 1980’s 
and into the 90’s, Mr. Sharpe played percussion on 
several world tours with accomplished musicians such 
as Harry Belafonte, Bruce Cockburn, Rodney 
Kendrick, Big Ron Hunter, Jose Neto, Otesha Creative Arts Ensemble Caren Calder 
(dance/folktales), Matilda Giampietro, Tariq Abubakar & The Afro Nubians.  He also 
accompanied these musicians on various media recordings including CDs, film and television.  

In 1995, he moved overseas to Amsterdam and worked extensively across Europe with several 
artists from Guinea, West Africa who were living in the Netherlands. Chi returned to the States 
in 1997, and continues to live and play in New York City. 
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Teaching Experience: 
 
* Helena Theatre Group. Brazilian Percussion Class for kids, Toronto, Canada. 
* Goliath Music and Dance Center. African Dance Class. Adults, Amsterdam, Netherlands. 
* South African Cultural Center. Six-week Drum Course. Adults / kids, Toronto, Canada. 
* Connecticut Public Schools. Assemblies and African Drumming Classes. 
* Washington Montessori School. One-week. Drum and Dance Course, New Preston, CT. 
* Lotus Music / Dance Studios. Drumming / African Dance / Performances, New York, N.Y. 
* Mount Zion Baptist Church. African Drum Class. Kwanzaa Celebration, Winston-Salem, N.C. 
 

Recommendations: 

“The rhythm of life rests in the hands of Chi Sharpe an incomparable world class percussionist! 
He lights up a stage and inspires one’s soul! His mastery of so many musical styles and 
percussion instruments in particular the myriad of African ones is nothing short of magnificence. 
His genuine smile, amazing dancing ability while drumming and desire to reach the hearts of the 
hearer are sure to be captivating for anyone who has the Chi Sharpe experience!” 
 
-T. Renee Crutcher 
Founder/Executive Director at Sankofa Ministries & Tellin’ Our Story Publishing, Inc. 

________________________ 

“best percussionist I have ever known” 
 
-Allen Oliver 
Filmmaker and Video & Production freelance music production song writer 

________________________ 

 

Read an interview with Chi: http://indiespiritmagazine.com/the-percussion-magic-of-chi-sharpe.  
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